
World Language Review/Adoption Committee 
Meeting Notes 

November 28, 2007 
 

I. Introductions, welcome 
o We started off with introductions, checking to make sure each site was 

represented. KMS was not at this meeting and that concern was 
addressed. Many of the personnel in our district–wide World Language 
Department are new to NKSD this year. 

II. Why are we here? 
o We talked about the curricula review cycle and the fact that World 

Language has twice been stalled from the adoption process due to 
financial concerns.  

o Graduation requirements, a historical review, college entrance 
requirements helped us frame our beginning discussions 

o Status Check, what languages do we offer in the district, at what grade 
level. What AP language offerings do we have in NKSD? 

o What is our “flow” from Middle level to High school in the language 
program 

o What is the current status of our elementary language program (non 
existent during the school day) 

 
III. This past summer’s activities 

o Instructional materials purchase as part of the transition process 
 

IV. Elementary, Middle Level, High School 
o What is our current articulation - scope and sequence  
o Discussion on our Instructional Materials 

 
V. Four questions? (we tabled this agenda item) 

a. What do you expect students to know at each grade band level? 
b. How will you assess this? 
c. What if they already know it? 
d. Backwards design? 
 

VI. Where do we want to be on September 1, 2008? What will it take to get us 
there in terms of instructional materials order? Looking at May as a 
deadline for school board presentation if we want to have materials in our 
hands for September 1, 2008 

 
VII. Staff development opportunities (tabled until another meeting) 

 
VIII. Technology webpage, hardware and training  

o The World Language web page was reviewed and compared to several 
other web pages on our district site. A commitment to upgrade our site 
was made by all. 



o As part of the curriculum adoption process each world language teacher 
received a laptop, projector and document camera. Because teachers 
were not hired until late in the summer some of the new staff missed the 
summer/fall training opportunity.  

o An hour long training (orientation) has been arranged for the December 
18th meeting 

o We will self-train this tech training 
 

IX. Considerable time was spent on creating a draft of Criteria for our district 
to offer World language classes several question marks (research) will be 
answered by… German- Michelle, French-Lynn, Russian – Michael, 
Salish/Lushootseed-Kari, Mandarin- Kari, Latin- Laura, Tagalog- Michael, 
Korean-Wally, Arabic- Margaret. 

 
X. Survey, rough draft for 12/18 meeting 

 
XI. When is our next meeting ( 12/18 at 11:30) 

o Four more meetings will be scheduled, one per month for January, 
February, Match, April 

 
XII. Issues we put in the “parking lot” 

o Elementary program 
o Middle School credit 
o Competency testing 
o MS to HS flow (matching the HS curriculum offerings) 
o ASL program, student placement 
o Native Language inclusion/program growth 
o Survey to students 
o Placement, counselors concerns 
o Counselor(s) being invited to dialogue with committee 
o Standards for articulation from level to higher level 
  

XIII. In attendance: Michael C, Michelle L, Laura L, Cheryl F, Karen J, Kari D, 
Margaret D, Wally L, Lynn A called in with her regrets. 

 


